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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(Far readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. 

ve PANIC! 
If you haven't got yON 1?h 
all your copies of G 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part), 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755, 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR ” 
Customer enquiries: 01424 755759 & 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
Colour origination by Colourscan 
Overseas Pte Ltd 

Printed by Southernprint 
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The fight between Fox and Scarface had been 
interrupted by the arrival of the Warden. 
Although Fox was the clear winner, would 
Scarface live to fight another day? 


Meanwhile, Bold and Whisper were almost at 
the end of their journey. Bold lay down, 
exhausted, at the entrance to the Park, he 
couldn’t go another step. “Stay there,” said 
Whisper, “Tl find something to eat.” 


J 


“Caaw! Caaw!” Bold looked up to see his old 
friend Crow in the tree above. “I thought you 
would have given us up by now,” said Bold. 
“Can’t do that!” said Crow. “Neither can you!” 


Bold went to look for a hiding place. “Please 
... don’t give me away,” he said. He crawled 
into a bush to hide. “Shall I feed you?” 
asked Crow. “No point,” sighed Bold, 
closing his eyes. 


“You know I can’t go back in there,” said Bold. 
“Then why did you come all this way?” asked 

Crow. “For Whisper and the cubs,” 
Bold replied. “I got them here, 
but now my job’s over.” 


Whisper returned with food for Bold, but he 
was nowhere to be seen. “Crow, have you seen 
Bold?” asked Whisper. Crow shook his head. 


“Sounds like rather a good arrangement to 
me!” sighed Whistler. Speedy swiped him 
with her wing. 


Meanwhile, in the Park, Toad ‘met up with 
Adder. “Adder, me old matey! Long time no 
see! You’re not half the snake you were!” he 
chuckled, pointing to where Adder’s tail 
used to be. 


Whisper raced round 

trying to find him. “He 

must be here somewhere.” 

But she knew she had lost her 

mate and, in her heart, she blamed herself. 


Whistler and Speedy were standing by the 
pond. “Was that Adder we saw you with just 
then?” enquired Whistler. “Yes, she swam 
away towards Scarface’s land,” replied Toad. 


“Scarface thinks sssnake tassstes nice,” 
hissed Adder. “Ssso I’m going to give him a 
taste of what snakesss are really made of ... ” 
she laughed. She slithered into the pond. 


As quick as a flash, Scarface snapped Mrs 
Rabbit up and ran off. Mr Rabbit could only 
stand and watch in horror. 


oo 


“Not now she ain’t,” smiled Toad. “Mating 
season’s over. We'll meet up again in the 
spring, though. Bye-bye mateys.” Toad 
hopped off. 


“I told you Fox should have finished Scarface 
off!” said Speedy. “Oh don’t go on,” said 
Whistler. “I hope you’re looking after 
Paddock, Toad, she is your responsibility!” 
said Speedy. 


“In some ways it would have been better if he 
had,” said Ranger. “Deep down, I care for the 
old scoundrel. And, well ... I think it would 
have been better for him,” he sighed. 


But Speedy was right, the animals were still 
not safe from Scarface. While Mrs Rabbit ate 


a dandelion, she was unaware of Scarface’s 
presence. 


Ranger and Charmer met at the boundary. 
“How’s your father?” Charmer asked. “My 
father could have killed him.” 


“There’s little hope for us,” sighed Charmer. 
“If only something would happen to bring my 
father round.” 


Next week: Revenge. 


All About... 


6CHi! Do I look familiar? The 

animals in White Deer Park 

wouldn't recognize me because 
| live far away in central and 
eastern Europe. But you 
might, because | belong to the 
same family as the Golden 
hamster, which is kept as a pet 
by many people. I’m called the 
Common hamster and | make 
my home in dry grasslands and 
in the long grasses at the 
edges of fields. | don’t like 
marshy land or mountains. 

We Common hamsters are 
rodents, like rats, mice, voles 
and squirrels. Although we live 
only for a short time, our 
females can start to breed 
when they are 43 days old and 
so we produce plenty of 
youngsters each summer.99 


We Common hamsters are 
quite plump, with reddish 
brown fur on our backs, 
black undersides and pale 
patches on our face and 
sides. We measure between 
30 and 40cm to the tip of our 
tail, about the same size as q 
Brown rat. Our tail is 
between 3 and 6cm long, 
and furry. Our nose is 
pointed and our ears 


rounded. 


| ssianton! 


SUPER-STORE 

Hamsters can store a huge 
amount of food in their 
underground larders. A single 
hamster can gather up to 15kg 
of grain and 5kg of potatoes. 


We Common hamsters usually 
mate in April after we emerge 
from our winter hibernation. 
The female gives birth to 
between 5 and 12 young in her 
underground nest. She feeds 
them for three weeks and after 
that they can fend for 
themselves. She may well 
have another one or two litters 
later in the summer. The 
females from the first litter can 
breed in their first summer. 


Like pet hamsters, we have cheek pouches that 
can stretch almost to our shoulders when we pack 
them full of food. We nibble off seeds and bits of 
roots and root crops like potatoes, and push them 
into our pouches. When the pouches are full, we 
return to our burrows and empty them into our 
food larders. We Common hamsters sometimes 
take small birds and rodents, too. We do most of 
our feeding late at night or early in the morning. 


PUSH AND SCOOP 
When a hamster wants to empty its pouches, 
it opens its mouth wide and takes out the 
seeds and pieces of root with its front paws. 
It empties one pouch at a time: for the left 
one it puts its left paw behind the pouch and 
pushes it forwards while scooping out the 
food with the right paw. Then it changes 
paws and does the same to the right pouch. 


} 
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All About... 


Burrows 


66Each Common hamster digs itself a 
burrow about 2m down into the ground. 
For most of the year, we keep to 
ourselves, sleeping and feeding on our 
own. But in spring the females allow us 
males to come into their territories so 
that we can mate.99 


Narrow tunnels connect various chambers, 
which are used as food larders or nests for 
resting and sleeping. The nesting chambers are 
lined with soft grasses. In October or 
November, we move into the winter nest, which 
is usually in the deepest part of the burrow, to 
hibernate. We wake up from time to time during 
hibernation to feed from one of our larders. 


<4 WHAT A CAGEFUL! 
Pet hamsters can produce 
babies all the year round. They 
usually have about six or 
seven young. However, one 
hamster in Louisiana in 
America gave birth to 261 


Have you ever wondered 
where pet hamsters come 
from or what they do in the 
wild? Well, pet hamsters 
are a kind of hamster 
known as a Golden 
hamster, which lives in 
grasslands in parts of 
Rumania, Bulgaria, the CIS 
and the Middle East. They 
are smaller than Common 
hamsters — about 18cm - 
and have very short tails. 
Unlike the Common 
hamster, the Golden has a 
light underside. The fur on 
its back can be deep 
golden or reddish brown, 
but pet hamsters have been 
bred in a range of different 
browns and whites. 

Like Common hamsiers, 
Golden hamsiers mainly 
feed at night and spend the 
day in their burrows, which 
are quite close to the 
surface. 
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Mossy got his name when Vixen met 
him for the first time and said how soft, 
like moss, his fur was. He does get 
rather fed up of being mistaken for his 
father. But then he looks very like Mole 
- SO you can’t blame poor old Badger 
for getting a bit muddled. 
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Drawing 


BEFORE YOU START:-- 4 


DRAW A‘U' 
SHAPE FOR 
THE MUZZLE 


DRAW TWO 
LINES FOR 
THE ARMS 


DRAW A CIRCLE 
FOR THE HEAD 


DRAW AN 
OVAL FOR 
THE BODY 


DRAW A LINE 
DRAW A CURVE Die IASI 
TO OUTLINE OF MOSSY'S 
THE MUZZLE 


LEFT ARM 
ADD A NOSE 


DRAW A LINE TO 


DRAW TWO MARK THE POSITION 
CURVES FOR OF THE PAW 
THE FEET — 
CURVE 
FOR 
pRAW YOUR LINES LEFT Lee 
uugntty so YOU ie 
Gq CAN RU out é& DRAW A LINE 
OVERLAPPING ON ACROSS EACH FOOT 
GIVE MOSSY 
TWO EYES 


OUTLINE 


ep ATAIL 


ADD CLAWS 


FINISH OFF THE 
DETAILS ON 
MOSSY'S FACE 


DRAW TWO 
SHORT LINES 
ON THE 
CHEST AND 
TUMMY 


FINISH OFF 
THE CLAWS 


"THE OCEAN 
S DEPTHS 


waters of the ocean depths. It’s pretty dark 
down here. In fact, there is no light at all this 


far down, except for.a few tiny pinpricks 
coming from some of the strange-looking 
creatures who live here. Many deep-sea fish 
make their own light so they can see their 
way in the dark and attract prey. Plants can’t 
survive without light, so you won’t find any 
below about 150m. Fish and other deep-sea 
creatures live on the remains of dead plants 
and animals that sink down from above, or 
they eat each other!99 


Eel’s Challenge: how many red Deep-sea 
prawns can you spot? a - Bivens toge ™ t Pe ail ups 
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You should be able to 
spot 13 Deep-sea prawns 
swimming in the ocean. 


Gulper eels can 
grow to over 1m 
long. They have 
huge mouths 

~ and stretchy 
stomachs so that 
they can swallow prey 
much larger than themselves. This 
is important since food is scarce and 
what they do find may have to last 
them a long time. 


Submersibles are one type of 
underwater vehicle used to explore 
the deep sea. They are much 
smaller than submarines, but still 
carry two or three people. They 
can dive to about 6500m. 


Deep-sea prawns live over 700m 
down. Their red colour acts as 
camouflage. Red is almost impossible 
to see in deep, dark water. Many 
deep-sea fish are also colour blind. 


The Tripod fish lives at 
the bottom of the ocean. 
It has three extra-long 
rays, one on its tail and 
one either side of its body, 
under its fins. It rests on 
these, lifting its body off the 
ocean floor, and skips along, 
rather like a cricket. 


Bright red Sea spiders can 
grow to a huge size with 
legs up to 1m long. They are 
not really spiders or crabs, 
but belong to a totally 
different group 

called Pycnogonids. 


Giant Tube worms are one of the 
few creatures that can live in the 
hostile environment round hot water 
vents. They grow to 3m long and live 
on the bacteria 


formed when sea-water 
seeps into cracks in the 
ocean floor. When the 
water touches the 
super-hot rocks inside 
the earth, it boils and 
shoots back up ina 
fountain. Sulphur from 
the water piles up and 
forms a chimney round 
the vent. 


Hot water vents are that thrive Q) 
there. ry 
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ag the sea’s surface and wants 
OO", 
U- 


1 Cut a rectangle of paper and 2 Draw a submarine in § Cut another piece 
| make two slits in it, one 2cm from the sea. Make sure the of stiff paper for the 
the top, and the other about 7/30f surface of the seais level periscope, as shown. 

ORs the way down the paper. with the bottom slit. — 


UNDERWATER, 
WORLD___.* 


Below the ocean’s surface lies 

another world, with beautiful seaweeds, 
exotic fish and gorges. We’ve been exploring this (\ 
underwater universe for many years, but it’ll be a 
while before we discover all its secrets. 


Fishy breathing 


If we humans tried to breathe 
underwater, we’d drown. 

But there’s oxygen in 

water, just like there 
is in air. So, how do 
those clever fish 
manage to breathe 
down there when 
we can’t? 


Fish use special organs called gills to 

breathe. They have four on each side of 
fresh’ water —_ their body. Each gill is made up of 
in here hundreds of ‘filaments’, joined together a 
bit like the pages of a book. The filaments 
are very thin, and blood flows just under 
the surface of each one, ‘sucking’ the 
oxygen out of the water as it flows across. 


‘used’ water out here 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to 
help you use the 
craft knife. 


Submarines are sometimes used for to have a look around without being 
spying. If a spy submarine is near spotted from above, it just sticks up 
its periscope for a quick snoop. 


4 Thread the periscope piece through ‘ mem , 


the slots, with the tab at the bottom. § Take the periscope strip out and draw 
Make a light pencil mark on this paper, on the periscope. The top of it should be 
just above the submarine when the tab no higher than the pencil mark. 
is level with the bottom of the picture. 


6 Thread the periscope back 
through the slots and you're 
ready to ‘up periscope’! 


3 Cut seaweed and coral shapes 4 To make a sea anemone, cut some slits 


UNDERWATER SEASCAPE out of sugar paper and stick them in a strip of stiff paper. The size of your piece F 


Use an old shoebox to make an underwater scene. It can on to the sides of the box. Sprinkle of paper depends on the size of your 


be as simple or as busy as you like. some sand and little shells or shoebox — don’t rnake the anemone too big. 
2 ‘ pebbles on the sea-floor. Roll the paper up and hold it in place at 
You willneed: the bottom with sticky tape. Gently pull up 


shoebox, stiff paper, craft knife, scissors, clear food wrap, sticky 
tape, felt tips, paints and paint brush, thread, straws, glue, sugar 
paper, card, Cellophane, straws, darning needle, Plasticine. 


the centre and fan out the strips. Keep the 
anemone upright in the seascape by 
pressing it into a little ball of Plasticine. 


1 Cut out the shaded areas of a 2 Paint the ‘walls’ of your seascape blue, 


Tape some clear food wra| 
shoebox and its lid, as shown. and the floor sandy yellow. Leave to dry. $ : ; 


across the shoebox lid. Stretch it nice 
and tight so that it makes a window. (-—— 
Glue the lid back on the box. 


6 Cut out and colour some fish. 
Thread a piece of cotton through 
the top of the body, and tie the 
other end on to a straw. Put the 
straws across the top of the box so that 
the fish hang down, as if they're swimming. 


SHIVER © 
we & ) 
Tempers,” 

SWAKE 


Make yourself a deep ()} 
sea drink — it may 
look a bit murky, but 
it’s delicious. 

You will need: 
one scoop mint ice 
cream, one scoop 
chocolate ice cream, 
blue food colouring, half 
a cup of milk. 


TRACE AZOUND US 


OR BETTER STILL MAKE 
UP youR OWN FISH! | 


cut a little bit of 
a kitchen sponge 
to make a sea 
sponge 


make a cave 
entrance out of 
black paper 


little shells Put everything except for the 
chocolate ice cream into a 
blender and whizz up. Pour into 
a glass and float a chocolate ice 


cream island on top. 


Cellophane jellyfish 
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Puzzle it ouf 2222 


On his travels, Toad had seen a theme park full of 
thrilling rides. There was plenty of water about — but 
people kept splashing in it so it wasn’t right for toads. 
Perhaps it wasn’t surprising then that one day when 
Toad was sleeping, he dreamed about a theme park. 


THE GREAT THEME PARK MAZE 
Can you find your way round the theme 
park from the entrance to the exit? 


See if you can find: 

1 a frog in the water 

2 a cowboy on a horse 

3 a log jam 

4 a dolphin 

5 a figure of eight (a helter skelter) 

6 a hang-glider 

7 a few happy notes 

8 an ice-cream seller 

9 a horse in a carriage 
10 a flying elephant 


{| 


Puzzle it out 


FIND THE WORDS 
Find the three missing words which 
take you from PARK to WOOD. 
CLUES 

1 Meat from a pig. 

2 What you do at saioo}, 
3 Don’t say one ——! 


HERE (N DAD’S REPLY 
gutt vj What is dad’s reply? 
L Write down the first 
letter of each 
object and see what 


they spell out. 


~ SULLY SOUNDS 


pe | At a theme park you hear the noise of the rides, 


the screams of the children, the chug of the 
train, the splash of the water — and you have to 
shout to be heard. 

This game has to be played in a place where it 
is very quiet because the players have to guess 
the sounds you're making. Hide all the things 
you need until everyone is ready. Make them sit 
with their backs to you. Then as each sound is 
made they have to shout out what they think it 
is. The first person to get it right, scores a point. 
The winner is the one with the most points. 
Here are some sounds you can make: 


Crumple a sheet of newspaper. 


| 
| 
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Gently tap a glass with a 
metal spoon. 


¥ Blow bubbles 
Pm througha 
= straw. 


} through the 
eaves of a book. 


Pour _ 
uncooked | Open a can of 
rice onto a fizzy drink. 


© M& Rub out something ona 
TLUMY piece of paper. 


Draw your fingernail 
along a table top. 


Rattle a box 
with pebbles 
inside. 
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Colour it in— = 


FIND Viney 


